
Kettlestone & Pensthorpe 

Parish News April 2021 
If you would like to include an article for publication in the Parish News, please send 

your entry by 25th of the previous month to the Editor: kettlestonepc@googlemail.com. 
 

Kettlestone Parish website: https://kettlestoneparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/ 
 
We apologise for the poor printing of the newsletter 
last month. We hope to be able to use the photocopier 
in Little Snoring Primary School again rather than 
relying on a home printer. You might like to join those 
people who receive the newsletter via email. If so, 
please email your request, along with your address, to 
kettlestonepc@googlemail.com . The newsletter is 
also available to view and download from the website 
listed above. 

Kettlestone Parish Council 
Contact details: Clerk Joanna Otte, Little Manor, 
Thursford Rd, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN.  
Telephone: 01328 822366 
Email: kettlestonepc@googlemail.com  
Councillors: Gill Ashby (Chair) 878639; Christine 
Hipkin 878241; Marlene Hoad 822101; Trevor Hoad 
822101; Robert Kilbourn (Vice-Chair) 851633. 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be the 
Annual Meeting (and the Annual Parish Meeting). The 
meeting has to take place in May and in order to 
comply with covid restrictions we are proposing that 
the meeting is held via Zoom in the first week of 
May. When the date is confirmed it will be on the 
website and notice board. 
 

There are currently two vacancies on the Parish 
Council. If you are interested please do contact the 
Clerk or the Chair (details above). 
 

Church Farm and East Barns 
The planning applications for Church Farm and East 
barns for change of use to residential and the external 
alterations necessary to convert the barns to dwellings 
have now both been approved. PF/20/1030 and 
PF/20/1020. This means that this work could proceed. 
However, we are still waiting to hear about the latest 
application PF/20/2002 to demolish the barns and 
build 8 new houses, which would make full use of the 
site and be a much more attractive development.  
The Parish Council has asked the planning officer for 
further representation via the NNDC  Development 
Committee if the officer recommends refusal, although 
the outcome of either the application or the request 
cannot be predicted.  
Anyone wishing to make any comments to the 
planning officer is at liberty to do so; this would need 
to be by email to planning@north-norfolk.gov.uk as 
the web portal for specific comments on the 
application is now closed. 

 

All Saints Church Easter Services 
 

Good Friday 2nd April 6 pm 
Easter Sunday 4th April 6 pm 

 
I am sure the PCC would join me 
in wishing you a very 
Happy Easter. 
 
Following the very high winds and 
earlier severe frosts various bits and pieces of 
damage have occurred in the churchyard and to the 
Church itself. Following the recent very high winds the 
Church roof has lost a few slates, and we are at 
present trying to get these replaced quickly. The table 
tomb under the lime tree at the west end of the church 
is in a parlous state, and we are in touch with a couple 
of organisations who specialise in restoring tombs and 
stonework. As with lots of firms, everyone is very busy 
partly because of the time of year, and also because 
of the Covid-related restrictions. However, I would like 
to reassure everyone, that we are "on the case" for 
these repairs and hope that we will make progress 
very shortly.   
                Erica Bishop 

 

Covid-19 Hardship Grants 
Hardship Grants are available if you are experiencing 
difficulties as a result of the pandemic. If you are in 
need or hardship, please do consider applying for a 
Covid-19 Hardship Grant from the Parish Council (it 
will remain confidential). For an application form 
contact the Clerk: kettlestonepc@googlemail.com or 
telephone 01328 822366. 

Litter Picking 
Despite Covid the Litter Picking has not been 
neglected thanks to help from Gabriel Smith, who as 
part of his D of E, has been Litter Picking with his 
parents and myself on a regular basis.  I am well 
aware of other local residents who have also 
contributed and of which I am very grateful.  George 
Rivett has recently asked to do the same towards his 
D of E which will keep the arrangement going.  This 
has been a perfect solution under Lock Down rules 
until we can return to normal. Meanwhile any Litter 
problems we may have missed please phone me on 
822394 and it will be dealt with. 

John Waterston 
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Views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editor or of Kettlestone Parish Council.   

 

Village Hall News 
The work in the hall is very nearly complete. The 
entrance lobby now looks much more open, and there 
will be more room for everyone going in and out. We 
still await the new door, but that is scheduled for early-
mid May. We have decided to reinstate the second 
toilet. Although the regulations and guidance did not 
make it absolutely mandatory for a small hall like ours 
to have two, we felt that, in view of a couple of 
representations, it would be better. The hall floor has 
been re-treated and new blinds fitted, so we feel that 
the hall really looks as good as new.   
 

Fingers crossed - a look forward to re-opening! 
We are hoping to celebrate the re-opening of the hall 
by organising a BBQ on 26th June 26. We have 
booked the folk duo who came to entertain us last 
September in the Church Field. Christina and Alex are 
professional musicians, and gave us a really 
memorable afternoon of music. There will be no 
charge - it would be lovely to have a village get-
together after all this time so - here's hoping! 

Erica Bishop 

Climate emergency 
A New and Greener Normal 

In last month’s Parish News, Gill Ashby reminded us 
that although the COVID-19 pandemic has been, and 
is, a huge challenge for all of us, the on-going climate 
emergency is an even bigger challenge. 
 

We have all changed our behaviour in response to 
the pandemic, for example, many of us have 
shopped differently; we have spent more time in the 
garden. We have been adaptable out of necessity; 
some changes have been painful, but some have 
been positive and helped us, for example, to find new 
ways of communicating with friends and relatives.  
And some of our new behaviours, such as driving 
less, not flying, not eating out have all reduced 
humankind’s damage to the environment. But now 
we want our lives to ‘get back to normal’. 
Understandable, but the old normal was not 
sustainable. Gill pointed us to the Giki website 
(google GIKIZERO) to work out our household 
carbon footprint and get ideas for how to reduce it.  
 

Some changes are straightforward – turning off the 
heating when we don’t need it, putting on that extra 
jumper – others are more difficult. It isn’t always easy 
to make the needed changes and every one of us 
faces different and particular challenges in living 
more sustainably. But small steps, while they will 
make only tiny differences towards a reduction in our 
impact on the planet, can lead to big increases in our 
awareness, and help us to take further action. 
 
And while we all as individuals must take action, so 
we must as communities. The Parish Council is 
doing things to help build sustainable communities: 
such as the bus shelter ‘library’, and environmentally-
aware comments on housing developments. The 
District Council could and should do more. National 

governments need to do much more to create the 
conditions for green growth – simple things like an 
adequate network of charging stations to support 
electric vehicles, and more complex things like 
helping households to replace old-and-dirty heating 
systems. Then there are actions that need 
international co-ordination. Gill mentioned the 
upcoming UN Climate Change conference (‘COP26’) 
which the UK is hosting in Glasgow in November. 
This will be an important moment for the world to rise 
to the challenge of the climate emergency. 

Barbara Wyvill 

Online Arthritis Action Groups 
Arthritis Action Groups are an opportunity for people 
with arthritis to talk with others and share their tips on 
how to manage their arthritis and stay active whilst at 
home, and we actively welcome new attendees. We 
discuss a variety of self-management techniques. 
Participants will need to contact us directly for the log 
in instructions for the meeting, and we have produced 
‘How To’ guides for those not familiar with using 
Zoom. Upcoming Group Dates: 
30 March 2 pm - Norfolk & Suffolk Online Group 
9 April 10:30 am- Coffee morning (open to all areas)  
30 April 10:30 am - Coffee morning (open to all areas) 

11 May 2 pm - Norfolk & Suffolk Online group 
28 May 10:30 am - Coffee morning (open to all areas) 

 For joining details see 
http://www.arthritisaction.org.uk/media-
centre/events or contact Marc Williams, Area Co-
Ordinator: Direct Line 020 3781 9233 
Mobile 07562 430886 

Healthwatch Norfolk 
At Healthwatch Norfolk we are launching a project 
alongside Healthwatch Suffolk to find out how people 
affected by cancer have accessed their appointments 
during the pandemic. We are working with the people 
in charge of cancer services in Norfolk and Suffolk to 
help shape the way appointments are accessed in the 
future, so it is vital that we get as much feedback as 
possible to get an authentic sense of patient opinion. 
If you live in Norfolk or Waveney and have had a 
cancer diagnosis, referral or treatment since 
March 2020, Healthwatch Norfolk and Suffolk 
would love to hear from you.  
Whether you have had virtual appointments (by phone 
or video call, for example), in-person appointments, or 
a combination of both your experiences could help 
shape future provisions. 
If you would like to participate, please contact 
Healthwatch Norfolk by calling 0808 1689669, or 
emailing enquiries@healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk. 
Alternatively, the survey can be completed online by 
visiting 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/cancerappointments/ 
For more information about what we do, visit our 
websites www.healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk and 
www.healthwatchsuffolk.co.uk. 
Caroline Williams: Tel 01953 856029 or 07787180814 
Email:caroline.williams@healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk  
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