KETTLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Mrs Joanna Otte,

Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, Fakenham, NR21 0JN      

Tel. 01328 822366 email: Kettlestonepc@googlemail.com 
Website: http://kettlestoneparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/ 
Present: 
G Ashby (Chair), C Hipkin, M Hoad, T Hoad, R Kilbourn (arrived towards the end) (Vice-Chair)

and: three members of the public
Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 16 November 2020 at 7.30 pm 
(in accordance with the Coronavirus Regulations this meeting was via Zoom)
MINUTES
Welcome 

1) Apologies from D Burgis and S Aquarone (County Councillor) were accepted.
2) Declarations of pecuniary interest by the Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below. None.
3) Minutes of the previous Meetings (21 Sept) were approved for signing as a true record. 
4) Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

5) The meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they may have and for District and County Councillors and police to report.
· The members of the public all said that they were pleased to see the changes that had been made to the plans for the development at Church Farm Barn and East Barn and in particular that some of the houses had been replaced by bungalows to accommodate the concerns of residents in Church Court. They hoped that the Parish Council would support these revised plans.
The Chair re-opened the meeting.

6) Planning
a) Planning applications received since the previous meeting.
i) PF/20/2002: Demolition of light industrial buildings (B1) and erection of 8 dwellings & associated works (C3) at Church Farm Barn & East Barn, Little Snoring Road, Kettlestone, Link circulated (also to email list). It was agreed to support this proposal (with some reservations). 
· The Parish Council welcomes the redesign of the eight dwellings across the site (rather than sticking to the footprint of the Barns) and the change to plots 7 & 8 to single storey dwellings (which addresses the concerns of neighbouring property owners). However the Parish Council would like the following points to be addressed:
(1) No wood burners to be allowed (because of the effect of particulates on the environment).
(2) Use of solar panels on roofs to improve environmental sustainability (in addition to the air-source heat pumps).
(3) Power plugs for recharging electric vehicles as standard on all properties.

(4) No future changes to buildings on plots 7 & 8 (e.g. no roof windows etc) .
(5) No further development to be allowed on the site.
· Kettlestone Parish council has no objection to residential development on this site, nor to the wider use of the site outside the footprint of the existing barns. These most recent plans have clearly been amended following comments made by parishioners/neighbours and the Parish Council, and are more acceptable. In particular, the change to plots 7 & 8 to single storey rather than 2 storey is appreciated. 

 Our remaining comments are as follows: 

1. We still have concerns about the isolation of the site and the lack of pedestrian access into the village. However, in our view the use of the site for residential use rather than light industry in this case outweighs the sustainability issue.

2. However, because of the problems of access to the village and local amenities on foot and by cycle we strongly urge a reduction in the speed limit (currently a frightening 60mph)  to 30 mph along Little Snoring and Fulmodeston Road to make the road safer for pedestrians and all road users. 

3. We request adequate provision of mobile phone reception (generally very poor in the village) and fast internet connection. 

4. Kettlestone has a Dark Skies policy and requests that all exterior lighting at the development should use movement-activated down lighting units. Although the number of exterior lights has been reduced in the amended plans the remaining number is still a cause for concern. 

5. More needs to be done to compensate for the loss of habitat to the development. We request that more of the site is managed properly to provide valuable habitat to support trees, plants, insects, reptiles, birds and mammals, including a request for bird boxes for all species of conservation concern (including swifts, house martins, starlings and sparrows) incorporated into the development, more than are currently proposed. Local observations reflect national trends of falling numbers of these species, and we should be doing everything that we can to reverse this trend. We request a condition that the risk of impact to great crested newts should be mitigated.

6. To note that Roman (and other) artefacts have been found in close proximity to the site. Residents would like to be kept informed of (and perhaps involved in) archaeological surveys, digs and finds. 

7. With reference to policy EN6, climate change and also the need to move towards net zero, we welcome the use of air source heat pumps, high levels of insulation and the plug provision for electric vehicles. We would also like to propose the incorporation of solar panels into the development. 

8. We note with concern the provision for wood burners in these properties. The burning of solid fuels (such as house coal and wood) in our homes is the largest contributor of harmful particulate-matter emissions in the UK. Given the current environmental emergency and the government drive to reduce such emissions we believe the installation of wood burners is not appropriate. 

9. If the application is approved, we request a condition that no further development is allowed on the site, and that no changes to roof height can be made to any property in the future. 

10. We request a condition that no roof windows be retro fitted to properties 7 & 8 at any time in the future.

We hope these matters of concern are addressed when the planning applications are considered. 

b) Decisions taken by the District Council since the previous meeting. 
i) PU/20/0640: Application to determine if prior approval is required for proposed change of use of agricultural building to a single dwelling house (Class C3) and associated building operations at Merryweather House, Holbrigg Lane. PRIOR APPROVAL GIVEN.
c) Other planning matters
i) It was noted that the District Council had not received any applications from landowners in respect of the call for sites for affordable homes in Kettlestone.
ii) The Chair reported on a meeting hosted by NNDC regarding the Planning White Paper Consultation. It would appear that proposals would not impact the planning process in small villages like Kettlestone (however there would be changes for larger settlements such as Service Villages (e.g. Little Snoring) and towns (e.g. Fakenham).
7) Highways and footpaths: 

a) Items to report: none
b) It was noted that Highways have programmed works to replace warning sign for the crossroads (on the road from Langor Bridge to A148) and to deal with the raised verge at the crossroads near the pond. 

c) It was noted that there had been extensive storm damage to trees last month and many trees had come down on the public footpaths. The landowner had kept the Parish Clerk updated and most of the trees had now been cleared.
8) Donations. 
a) It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure. 
b) It was noted that donations last year £100 to Kettlestone Village Hall (for Parish Council meetings) and £100 to Kettlestone PCC towards the grass cutting at the graveyard. Other local charities / organisations to consider include: Heritage House Day Care, Tapping House Hospice, Citizens Advice, Air Ambulance.
c) It was agreed to make the following donations: 
i) £100 to Kettlestone Village Hall (for Parish Council meetings and towards decorating the outside for Christmas)
ii) £50 to Heritage House (Day Care)
iii) £50 to Tapping House (Hospice)
9) Financial business to consider payment of invoices and other financial business.
a) Balances on statements at 29 Oct: Current Ac £4,988.11, Savings Ac £3,289.04.
b) Receipts since previous statement: interest 46p; Precept £1,950.
c) Regular payments since previous statement: salary and on-costs.
d) The following payments were approved:
	to whom
	cheque no
	Amount

	G Ashby (dog signs)
	100421
	£3.30

	K Hall (maintenance: village sign plinth, anti-theft fixings on bench, temporary repairs to bus shelter floor)
	100422
	£98.20

	J Otte (expenses including newsletter for Oct & Nov and paper for newsletters)
	100421
	£74.75

	Kettlestone Village Hall (donation)
	100422
	£100.00

	Heritage House (donation)
	100423
	£50.00

	Tapping House (donation)
	100424
	£50.00


10) To consider and set the Budget and Precept for 2021-22
a) A draft budget had been prepared in advance and circulated. The figures were reviewed. There was a query about the amount of VAT and the Clerk explained that it varied year on year depending on purchases or services paid for which attracted VAT.
b) No other likely calls on planned expenditure were suggested.
c) It was agreed to keep the Precept for 2021-22 at the same level as this year: £3,900. 
d) The Clerk and Chair would complete and sign the precept from to send to NNDC.
11) Covid-19 support

a) Hardship Grants:  no applications had been received. The advertisement would be included in the newsletter again.
12) Environment

a) Tree planting (Robert Kilbourn was not present to report). However the Clerk explained that it was difficult for the Parish Council to plant trees as it did not own any land. The only parcel of land for which it was responsible was the Surveyors Allotment which was largely left to regenerate in the wild. While the Woodland Trust provided sapling bundles for Community Groups such as Parish Councils these had to be planted on publically accessible / amenity land. The problem with planting on verges was road safety (while planting and also as the trees grew) and also long-term maintenance.
b) Climate Emergency Group. The group has not been able to meet. However the Chair had attended some virtual meetings which provided useful ideas which would be suggested to residents via the newsletter next year. These included Giki website (for tracking personal carbon footprint with ideas for improvement); green energy suppliers (including Good Energy for which Norfolk ALC was negotiating a discount for Norfolk residents).
c) ‘Pick up after your dog’ signs have been put up on Holbrigg Lane and Green Lane (thanks to the Hipkins and to all those who contributed to the designs).
13) Maintenance
a) It was noted that K Hall had replaced the anti-theft fixings on the bench and made a temporary repair to the bus shelter floor, and cleaned, repointed and sealed the plinth of the village sign.
b) Village sign: 
i) Re-Painting (volunteer) nearly completed. It was hoped that it could be re-erected in the next month or so.
c) The Clerk was asked to get some quotes for repairing the base of the bus shelter (the front rail and a couple of boards are rotten).
14) Correspondence (circulated via email)
a) Norfolk Wellbeing highlighted a survey from NCC and Anglian (Eastern) Regional Flodd and Coastal Committee). Reply: aware of low flood risk in Kettlestone.
15) Reports from parish councillors and items for placing on the agenda for the next Meeting
a) Co-option
16) Next Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 18 January 2021 at 7.30pm (in the Village Hall / via Zoom to be confirmed).
Meeting closed at 8.20pm 
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Signed_______________________



Date………………………….

           Chair


