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Fakenham Choral Society has a spectacular summer concert planned which definitely should not be missed. It’s rare for a choir to have the opportunity of performing a piece with the composer present but FCS will be doing just that on Saturday 18 June 7.30 pm, St Nicholas Church, Wells-next-the-Sea. The choir will be singing Will Todd’s amazing Mass in Blue, accompanied by Will Todd himself with his jazz trio. The work, first performed in 2003, is the Latin Mass set to jazz. “It represents”, says Will Todd, “a conscious collision of two musical genres which have been a central part of my artistic life for many years: sacred choral music and jazz.” The concert, led by musical director Janet Kelsey, is entitled All That Jazz and will feature jazz standards and songs from the shows (e.g. Les Miserables and South Pacific) and Mass in Blue. Special guests, in addition to Will Todd, will be the soprano Lorna James, who has wowed audiences with her appearances with Opera North in Leeds, and alto saxophonist Jimmy Jefford, who plays with the National Youth Wind Band and the National Youth Jazz Collective. Tickets are £12 (under 18 free) and are available from Gill (878639), Mary (878525), or 01328 830639 or on the door. 
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Transit of Mercury on 9 May starts at 12.12 and finishes at 19.40 and will be nearest the centre of the Sun at 15.56hrs. Observing this transit will not be easy unless you have a specialist telescope or a proper filter attached to an astronomical or terrestrial telescope. Never look directly at the Sun through optical equipment that is not properly filtered, you will be blinded in less time that it takes to blink. There is absolutely no safety in sunglasses either. If you can get to an observatory you would find it an interesting experience to watch this transit as a tiny black dot moving slowly across the fiery surface of our nearest star. Transits of the inferior planets, Mercury and Venus, are when they come between the Earth and the Sun in such a way that their tiny discs can be seen crossing the face of the Sun. Due to eccentricities in the planetary orbits transits only occur at certain intervals, with that of Mercury being every 7, 13 and 33 years but Venus having two 8 years apart every 105.5 and 121.5 years. The last Venusian transit was in June 2012 and will not happen again for another 121.5 years; so not again in our lifetime! In 1769 Captain James Cook was sent to Tahiti to observe a transit of Venus to help with the scientific calculation of the distance of the Earth from the Sun. Earlier attempts using Mercurian transits proved to be not particularly accurate.  Roger Townsin











Members of the public are cordially invited to attend Parish Council meetings.


The next meeting is in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 


16 May 2016.








Views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editor or Kettlestone Parish Council.





  





Kettlestone Village Hall


The Battle of the Somme 


Debs and Ian Skinn have been allocated tickets to attend the National Commemorative Event to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme in July at Thiepval. The names of two of the Kettlestone fallen, Fred Lacey and Frank Moore are inscribed on the Thiepval Memorial and Debs and Ian have offered to lay commemorative wreaths on behalf of the village.


If you would like to contribute towards the cost of these, please put a donation through the door of the village hall or The Old Post Office and if you prefer to write a cheque please make it payable to Kettlestone Village Hall. Any money left after buying the wreaths will be donated to the Royal British Legion.


EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE HALL


10 May at 7.30pm: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


All welcome Please come along and have your say about the hall. We welcome new ideas for events as well as feedback on last year’s events.


21 May at 10 – 12: GRAND JUMBLE SALE


Free entry   Refreshments Jumble may be left in the hall on Friday 20 May between 3 and 4 pm or in the evening from 7pm.


CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME: The Midsummer Barbecue  now on 26 June at 12.30pm





7 July: The Spies of Gresham School


24 July: Grand Summer Sale


FAKENHAM AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY ARCHIVE: Members of the archive committee have agreed to visit Kettlestone for an informal evening where they will show old photographs of Fakenham and surrounding villages.  Date to be confirmed.


To book events please phone Judith 851633





Kettlestone All Saints Church


Church Services


 1 May 11 am: Morning Prayer 


15 May 8 am: Holy Communion


 Every Tuesday 6 pm: Evening Prayer


CHURCH  NEWS / EVENTS


An advance note for your diary:  On Sat 9 July the Purcell School Leavers will be visiting us again. I’m sure you will remember what an outstanding concert the young people gave us last time and this one will be just as good if not better. 


Last month I made an appeal for more daffodil bulbs for the churchyard after the spectacular showing this Spring. Mrs Jane Robinson very kindly rang a Company in Norwich and we were amazed when 2,500 daffodil bulbs arrived on our doorstep free of charge! We were told that they need planting straight away but with such a large number it is a big job. If anyone has an hour to spare please consider giving us a hand. There is plenty of space around the churchyard or you may like some bulbs to plant by a loved-ones grave. We may be able to arrange a special planting day but also please feel free to ask us for bulbs at your convenience. Phone Mary 878525 or Judy 878150.


A PERSONAL NOTE: Since I fractured my hip I have been so touched by all the concern, cards, gifts and offers of help that I have received. Thank you all for your kindness and good wishes and I am pleased to say that I am making good progress and hope to be back to full strength soon. The only problem is that the bulbs have come at completely the wrong time for me!  A special thank you to David Burgis who has taken on the opening and closing of the church for us during this time.            Mary Townsin, Churchwarden





CANON PETER McCRORY


Philip Trzebiatowski  would like to thank everyone for their kind words, cards and condolences following the death of Canon Peter McCrory on March 31st.


Peter died after a decline in health which had left him unable to participate as fully in village events as he would have wished. He moved to Kettlestone in May 2000 following retirement from his position as vicar at St Anne’s, Kew.  Throughout his years in the village, Peter was a committed supporter of both the church and the village hall and was generous to both.  He was a wise Chair of the village hall committee and was instrumental in organising its members into a strong team.  After relinquishing this role he continued to support community events enthusiastically.  He was always willing to lend his garden for fetes and music afternoons and was delighted when these were successful.  


Peter was a charismatic figure and he had a fund of amusing anecdotes about his time at Kew, but he was also approachable and a good listener.  His presence at community events somehow made them more special and he will be greatly missed.























Annual Parish Meeting


Monday 16 May 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall


The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting for all parish electors. In Kettlestone we use it as an opportunity for village groups to share what they have been doing throughout the year, to celebrate achievements and involve others for future activities. If you are involved with a village group, you are invited to give a short résumé of the group’s activities and plans. If possible please supply the Clerk with a copy of your report to have on file, to put on the website and to print in the Parish News. You may email your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kettlestonepc@googlemail.com" ��kettlestonepc@googlemail.com� .


Everyone is invited to attend. We look forward to seeing you.


The Annual Parish Meeting will be followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council





Here is an abridged report from Kettlestone Garden Club 


Back in early 2015 the idea of a Kettlestone Garden Club was suggested. The Inaugural meeting of the KGC took place 25/3/15 – with a really excellent 25 attendees. Almost all the planned events took place with the exception of a club visit to a local ‘Yellow Book’ garden and the 50:50 Auction - which was replaced with the Garden Quiz. And there were some key highlights: not least the July Evening visit to three members’ gardens AND a bar-be-que. A very big thank you to all those that gave us their gardens, their time, funding and effort to make this happen. We were even supported, just, by the weather! There were also the presentations by club members: Robert’s pruning fruit trees video and Marlene & Trevor’s story of their garden. The other key highlight was of course the Produce Show. This event was open to everyone in Kettlestone and Pensthorpe. We had well over 40 people involved with 174 entries across 35 Classes from 36 entrants. And we cannot finish on the produce show without mentioning the exceptional auction - which not only helped with the KGC funding position but much more than this it was great fun and talked about for ages – very well done again Robert, and others, for ‘somehow’ making this happen. We kept the club meetings going over the winter period with varied gardening presentations and a winter solstice themed social event in December. A very big thank you to you all for making this happen.                                                                                       


Steve Hipkin 30/3/16


The full report is available on the Parish Council website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolkrcc.org.uk/wiki/index.php/Kettlestone_Parish_Council" ��www.norfolkrcc.org.uk/wiki/index.php/Kettlestone_Parish_Council� 








