KETTLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Mrs Joanna Otte,

Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, Fakenham, NR21 0JN      

Tel. 01328 822366

Present:  G Ashby (Chairman), D Burgis, S Hipkin, M Hoad, R Kilbourn, T Rivett, 
P Whitehead (Vice-Chairman), 

and A Green (District Councillor), D Ramsbotham (County Councillor), and three members of the public.
Meeting of the Parish Council on 

Monday 18 January 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall
MINUTES
Welcome 

1) Apologies from PCSO Lemmon (SNT Fakenham)
2) Declarations of pecuniary interest by the Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below. 
3) Minutes of the previous Meetings (21 Sept, meeting on 16 November cancelled) were approved and signed as a true record. 
4) Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

5) The meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they may have and for District and County Councillors and PCSO to report.
Police report: no crimes or calls
NNDCllr A Green: 
· NNDC has won an award for good management of staff. The District Council is sharing some services with Gt Yarmouth (including CEO and Chief Financial Officer). 
· The review of the North Norfolk Local Plan is underway. The call for sites has been issued and will allow owners of land to have them considered as possible development sites. Information is on the NNDC website www.north-norfolk.gov.uk and the planning policy team can be contacted at planningpolicy@north-norfolk.gov.uk .
· Have there been any issues raised about the duck units? 
NCCllr D Ramsbotham:

· Budget for 2016-17 near completion and will be decided by Full Council in February. There will probably be a cut in services and council tax might also go up – possibly by 4% (of which 2% would be for adult services)
· Dudgeon power line construction: keep a list of damaged roads and surfaces for the company to make good when work is complete.
· Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils are seeking devolution for more control and more money.
· Political power in finely balanced with 41 Cons. 41 in the rainbow alliance and 2 floaters.
The Chairman re-opened the meeting.
6) Planning
a) Planning applications received since the previous meeting.
i) Pensthorpe Nature Reserve and Gardens Variation of condition 2 of Listed building consent LA/13/0174 to allow for revised fenestration change and internal and external revisions. Response submitted 18 Dec 2015: Kettlestone Parish Council has no objection to this variation. It was commented that this is an absolutely first class renovation of a dilapidated and historic building for a 21st century use. Excellent choice of materials for the fabric to match the existing building on the site.
ii) Village Hall: Erection of extension to side of building ref: PF15/1582. Response submitted 18 December 2015: Kettlestone Parish Council supports this application which will allow better use of space in the Village Hall and benefit the community.
iii) Manor Farm: installation of 10 stand alone PV solar panels ref: PF/15/1624. No objection.
iv) The Old Rectory: erection of replacement detached garden room ref: PF/15/1769 ad LA/15/1770. No objection.
b) To note decisions taken by the District Council since the previous meeting.
i) Village Hall: Erection of extension to side of building ref: PF15/1582. Approved.
ii) Manor Farm: installation of 10 stand alone PV solar panels ref: PF/15/1624. Approved.
c) To consider if any issues need to be raised with Planning Enforcement regarding the development at Clipstone and the laying of the Wind Farm cables. Nothing to report.
7) Highways and footpaths
a) Update on outstanding issues
i) To note that the work at the crossroads at the west of The Street has been completed. To follow up request for ‘slow’ to be painted on main road.
ii) Collapsed grup on Green Lane: work programmed

iii) Pensthorpe has cut hedges at Langor Bridge which were overhanging the road.

iv) To note that verges are cut by Highways twice a year in May and August. Extra cut for verge at junction at Langor Bridge has been requested.

v) Thanks to R Kilbourn for installing the grit bin and arranging for it to be filled.

b) Items to report
i) Blocked drain under the road at Green Lane.
c) A1067

i) To note that a meeting on Monday 23 November at 7.30 pm with Ryburgh and Stibbard Parish Councils to work on a joint approach to campaign for 50 mph on the A1067 from Pensthorpe to Stibbard. NCCllr D Ramsbotham, NNDCllr A Green and Mark Noble (Pensthorpe) will also attend. It was agreed to request a pedestrian refuge at Pensthorpe (as below) and to gather evidence to support for 50mph from Fakenham to Guist.
ii) To note that Fakenham Town Council and Guist Parish Council have been asked if they would like to support the campaign.
iii) To request accident statistics for the A1067 between Fakenham and Guist for period Jan – Dec 2015.
8) Parish Partnership Scheme

a) An application to the County Council (for 50% of the cost of the scheme) for a pedestrian refuge at Pensthorpe was submitted. Pensthorpe Nature Reserve agreed to cover the parish part of the cost.
9) Maintenance
a) To note risk assessment of assets form completed by M Hoad: all in order.
b) To note that BT Payphones has added the telephone kiosk to the list for their contractors to repaint. The contractors only work between April and October when the weather permits. The timing of the work is also dependent on when the contractors are in the area.
c) It was suggested that the Village Sign could be recast in polyutherane e.g. by Signs of the Times (possibly apply for funding from NN Big Society Fund).
10) Financial business to consider payment of invoices and other financial business.
a) To consider making donations. To resolve that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
E.g. Age UK , Citizens Advice Bureau, Heritage House Day Care, Holt First Responders. Previous donations to Holt First Responders £25 (Nov 2014); Church £300 and Village Hall £100 (March 2014); Air Ambulance £25 and Citizens Advice Bureau £25 (Feb 2013). It was agreed not to make any donations at present.
b) To note receipts: NNDC Precept £1750, LCTSG £70; interest 25p.
c) To note DD payments since previous meeting: Scooper Dooper £12.30 x 3 for dog waste collection Oct, Nov, Dec.
d) The balances on bank statements were confirmed
Balances as at 29 Dec 2015: Current: £3,214.43, Savings: £2071.31
e) The following payments were approved:
	to whom
	cheque no
	amount

	J Otte (expenses Aug - Nov) 
	
	78.91


f) An application for £38 (for training and cost of scanner) from the Transparency Fund for Smaller Authorities (administered by NorfolkALC & NALC) was approved.

11) To consider and set the Budget and Precept for 2016-17
a) The figures were reviewed (attached). It was decided to increase the reserved funds for repairs to the village sign to £1,000.
b) To determine whether or not there are any other likely calls on planned expenditure.
c) It was agreed to accept the Local Council Tax Support Grant from NNDC of £122.

d) It was agreed to set the precept for 2016-17 at £3,500 (the same as in the previous year).The necessary form was completed.
12) To note that arrangements for external audit are changing owing to the abolition of the Audit Commission and a new regulatory framework being introduced.  A new company has been formed (Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd) to take over the appointment of external auditors and for setting the audit fees for smaller authorities from 2017. The deadline for opting out is 31 March 2016. The Company has been set up on behalf of the Dept for Communities and Local Government by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA).
13) Parish Plan Actions: nothing at present.
14) Training

a) Rights of Way and Byways Course at Kettlestone Village Hall on Monday 8 Feb at 6.45pm for 7 pm. To note that the Parish Council has extended an invitation to attend this course to parish councils in North Norfolk (approx 14 will send representatives). The course will be led by Jayne Coles (LCPAS). The cost will be £140 (£100 for course; £10 for extra copies; £20 travel expenses; and £10 for Village Hall booking). It was confirmed that each parish council sending representatives would be asked to pay £10.
15) Mail circulated and usual
a) Invitation to join North Norfolk Parish Councils at a meeting at 7 pm on Monday 22 February at Cromer Parish Hall to discuss second homes, affordable housing and neighbourhood plans and a presentation by the planning consultant concerning preparation of Neighbourhood Plans and how smaller parishes can work together to prepare plans.

b) ‘Ask the Farmers’ meeting on 23 Feb at 7.30 pm in Fulmodeston Village Hall.
c) Bretts Wood: guided tour by NWT warden for parish councillors and local residents provisional date Tuesday 22 March (TBC). Free minibus transport can be provided on the day if required. The warden would also like to give a brief presentation about the site at a parish council meeting.
d) The District Council’s ‘call for sites’ was discussed.
16) Other business for placing on the agenda for the next Meeting
17) To confirm date & time of next meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 21 March 2016 
The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting at 8.45 pm
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Chairman


